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Chapter: The ‘Eid Prayer
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[t is a communal obligation, and one that the Leader (Imam) will wage war over if a
people abandon it. Its time is that of the Duha Prayer, and it ends at zawal. If one doesn’t
know that it’s ‘Eid until after this time, they pray it the next day.

It is a Sunnah to:



- perform it outside in an open area
- to pray the ‘Eid al-Adha prayer at an earlier time, and the opposite for the Fitr prayer
- to eat before the Fitr prayer, and to eat after the Adha prayer if offering a sacrifice

It is disliked to perform it in the Mosque unless there is legal excuse.

It is a Sunnah for those praying to leave early for it after the Fajr prayer, walking, whilst
the Imam should delay his arrival until the time of prayer itself - all presenting
themselves in the very best of fashion other than for the one performing i‘tikaf who
arrives in the clothes he is already wearing.

From its conditions is that the minimum number of attendees must be the same as for
the Jumu‘ah prayer and that they are all full residents. The permission of the Imam is
not necessary.

[t is a Sunnah to return back home via an alternate route (to the one taken earlier).

It is offered as two units, before the khutbah. In the first unit, after the opening takbir
and istiftah but before the ta‘'awwudh and any recitation, one utters six takbirs. In the
second unit, one utters five takbirs before any recitation. One raises their hands with
every takbir, saying: Allahu Akbar kabira, wal-hamdulillahi kathira, wa subhanallahi
bukratan wa asila, wa sallallahu ‘ala Muhammad al-nabiyyi wa alihi wa sallama tasliman
kathira (“Allah is The Greatest, may the most abundant praise be to Allah, may Allah be
exalted morning and evening, and blessings and abundant peace be upon the Prophet
Muhammad and his family!”), and if he wishes he can say other than that too.

Then he recites out loud, with Stirat’l-Ala in the first unit after the Fatihah and with
Sturat’l-Ghashiyah in the second. Once he exits the prayer, he gives two sermons like that
of Jumu‘ah, starting the first khutbah with nine takbirs, and the second khutbah with
seven takbirs. In ‘Eid’l-Fitr he should encourage them to give charity and explain how it
is calculated, and in ‘Eid’l-Adha he should encourage them to offer the sacrifice
explaining its rulings.

Additional takbirs and dhikr between the two kKhutbahs is a Sunnabh. It is disliked to offer
any supererogatory prayers before or after the ‘Eid prayer in that location. It is Sunnah
to make up the prayer exactly as it is, if one misses all of it or part of it.

It is a Sunnah to make unrestricted takbir (al-takbir al-mutlaq):

- on the night before ‘Eid, being more emphasised in ‘Eid’l-Fitr
- all throughout the first ten days of Dhu’l-Hijjah

It is also a Sunnah to make the specified takbir (al-takbir al-muqayyad):

- after every obligatory congregational prayer from the Fajr prayer on the Day of ‘Arafah
until the end of the days of Tashriq for those not performing Hajj

- after the Dhuhr prayer on the Day of Nahr until the end of the days of Tashriq for those
in ihram



If one forgets, he can make them up as long as he has not broken his wudu’ or left the
Masjid. It is not Sunnah to offer it after the ‘Eid prayer.

In its dual form, it is pronounced: Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, La ilaha illallah, wAllahu
Akbar, Allahu Akbar, wa lillahil-hamd. (“Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest, there
is nothing worthy of worship except Allah; Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest,
and to Allah all praise is due!”)



