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Chapter: The Rain Prayer
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When the land becomes parched and the rain is withheld, it is to be prayed
whether in congregation or individually.

In terms of where and how it is prayed, it is like the ‘Eid Prayer.

Once the Imam decides the prayer will be established, he admonishes the
people ordering them to seek repentance for their sins, avoid oppression
and enmity to others, to fast and to give charity. He sets a date for the
Prayer and they attend having cleansed themselves but unperfumed. They
should attend in a humble, hushful, lowly, supplicatory manner. They
should be accompanied by the people of religion and righteousness, the



elderly and those children at the age of discernment. If the Ahl'l-Dhimmah
request to also go out (and pray) separate to the Muslims, they should not
be prevented as long as it occurs on the same day.

He (the Imam) leads them in prayer and then gives a single sermon,
opening it with the takbir just like the sermon of ‘Eid. He seeks forgiveness
in it multiple times and recites those verses which command to it. He then
raises his hands and supplicates with the prayers of the Prophet (sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam), from them, “Allahummasqina ghaythan mughithan...” (“O
Allah give us a rain which will replenish us...”) until the end.

If they are blessed with rain before they leave, they thank Allah and they
ask for more of His Bounty.

The prayer is announced simply with “al-Salatu Jami‘ah” (“the
congregational prayer!”) - the permission of the leader is not a pre-
condition for it.

It is a Sunnah to stand in the rain once it starts and expose his clothes and
belongings to those initial raindrops. If it rains a lot and one fears from it, it
is a Sunnah to say, “Allahumma hawalayna wa la ‘alayna, Allahumma ‘ala al-
Zirab wa’l-Akam wa Butin’l-Awdiyati wa Manabit’l-Shajr.” (“O Allah, around
us and not on top of us! O Allah send it on the mounds, the hills, in the
valleys and where the trees are!”)

And then once recites from the verse, “Rabbana la tuhammilna ma la taqata
lana bih...” (“Our Lord, do not burden us with that which we cannot cope
with...”)



